IS    POLAND    LOST ?

then already playing a leading role in the Polish
Labour movements, had come to the conclusion
that Polish independence could only be achieved
by Poland herself, and that no other country
would secure it for her. He therefore formed
rifle clubs, as centres of military training, and
began to gather round him his General Staff
for the coming war of liberation. He and his
associates ail foresaw the Great War, the approach
of which was loudly proclaimed by Vladyslav
Studnicki and others, and their preparations were
made accordingly.

Almost simultaneously with their men, the
women of Poland also began to prepare. As early
as the year 1910 they organized themselves into
rifle clubs, despite the initial opposition of the
men, who resented their attempt to play at soldiers
and placed many obstacles in their way. The
patriotic ardour of the women, their passionate
desire to help in regaining the independence of
their country, enabled them to overcome these
and other obstacles; they fought for the right to
work and fight for the Fatherland, for the oppor-
tunity to place the high qualities which they had
inherited from past generations of Polish women
in the service of Poland.

At first these women's organizations were con-
fined to women of the educated classes. University
students, school-teachers, office girls and the like.
The first detachments were formed in Cracow
and Lwow, with forty and sixty-four members
respectively, only the most reliable women being